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Count in Fractions
Count in Fractions   
Adult G

uidance w
ith Q

uestion Prom
pts

Children use their know
ledge of quarters to count in fractions using 

picture representations and they predict w
hat w

ill com
e next in the 

sequence. Children could w
rite the fractions as im

proper fractions or 
m

ixed num
bers.

H
ow

 m
any parts has each circle been split into?

A
re they equal parts?

W
hat fraction is shaded in each circle?

H
ow

 m
any quarters are shaded in the first/second/third row

?

In the fourth row
, how

 m
any fractions are shaded?

H
ow

 do w
e w

rite four quarters?

W
hat is four quarters equivalent to?

H
ow

 m
any quarters m

ake one w
hole?

In the fifth row
, there are five quarters shaded. H

ow
 w

ill you w
rite 

that as a fraction?

Is there m
ore than one w

ay?

Can the num
erator be larger than the denom

inator in a fraction?

W
hat w

ould the next fraction in the sequence look like?

Can you draw
 the circles and shade the quarters?

H
ow

 w
ould w

e w
rite that fraction?

H
ow

 m
any shaded quarters? 

W
rite your answ

ers as fractions.

�
BJ
�@
4AL�F;4787�DH4EG8EF�J

BH?7�� 
circles have?

D
raw

 the next row
 and w

rite the fraction.
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Children use their know
ledge of halves to com

pare tw
o num

ber lines, 
one w

ritten in m
ixed num

bers and one in im
proper fractions. They 

reason w
hether they are both correct and explain w

hy. They continue 
both num

ber lines.

W
hat do you notice about Jack’s num

ber line?

H
ow

 has he w
ritten the num

bers?

H
as he done it correctly?

W
hat do you notice about Lily’s num

ber line?

H
ow

 is it the sam
e as Jack’s?

H
ow

 is it different?

A
re both num

ber lines correct?

H
ow

 do you know
?

W
hat w

ould the next four num
bers in each num

ber line be?

Explain how
 you know

?

Jack and Lily have counted in halves. They have 
draw

n these num
ber lines.
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num
ber line be?

Are they both correct?

H
ow

 do you know
?

Jack:

Lily:
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Children use their know
ledge of halves to com

pare tw
o num

ber 
lines that count up in halves in different w

ays. They label a num
ber 

line in thirds and use this to solve the problem
. They m

ay do this in 
m

ixed num
bers or im

proper fractions. They create their ow
n fraction 

problem
s in context.

H
ow

 far does the frog jum
p each tim

e?

H
ow

 m
any parts has each log been split into?

A
re they equal parts?

Can you label the num
ber line?

Is there another w
ay you can do it?

W
hat num

ber w
ill you start w

ith? W
hy?

W
hat is the last fraction on the num

ber line?

H
ow

 w
ould you w

rite it as a w
hole num

ber?

The frog jum
ps along the logs one third at a tim

e.

Can you m
ake up your ow

n fraction story 
like this?

H
ow

 m
any thirds does he jum

p to get to 
the end?

H
ow

 m
any w

hole logs does he jum
p along?
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