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Com
pare Lengths

Com
pare Lengths

Adult Guidance with Question Prom
pts

Children com
pare the length and height of objects using com

parative 
language such as longest, tallest, shortest, longer than, taller than  
and shorter than. They use the sam

e unit w
hen m

aking com
parisons.  

Please point out to the children that the im
ages and rulers are not 

to scale. Children use inequality sym
bols to com

pare lengths of 
different objects.

 W
hat does each sym

bol m
ean?

W
hat unit have the anim

als been m
easured in? 

How do you know? 
How long is the frog? How long is the lizard?
Can you show m

e this on a ruler? 
W
hich words would you choose to com

plete the sentence?
Can you explain why?
Can you find two objects that are shorter than the ruler?
Do you rem

em
ber how to m

easure them
 accurately?

W
hich is the longest/shortest?

W
hich sign would you use to com

pare them
?

W
hat if you swapped them

 around?

Com
pare the lengths of the anim

als. 
W

hich w
ords com

plete each sentence?

The frog is      the lizard.

The toucan is      the parrot.

 longer than
A
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M
easure the lengths in centim

etres. 
U

se these signs to com
pare them

. 

 shorter than
B

 the sam
e as

C

The caterpillar is      the butterfly.
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Com
pare Lengths

Adult Guidance with Question Prom
pts

Children com
pare the length and height of objects using com

parative 
language such as longest, tallest, shortest, longer than, taller than 
and shorter than. Children understand that m

etres are greater than 
centim

etres. They use the sam
e unit w

hen m
aking com

parisons.  
Please point out to the children that the im

ages and rulers are not to 
scale. Children use inequality sym

bols to com
pare lengths and solve 

clues to find the heights of different anim
als.

 W
hat do these signs tell us? 

W
hat do these letters m

ean? (cm
, m

)
Can you show m

e a centim
etre/m

etre?
W
hich is longer/shorter? Rem

em
ber this when you com

pare 
the lengths.
W
hich sign would you choose? 

Can you explain your reasoning?
W
hat does the bear m

ean by ‘taller’? 
How is this different to ‘longer’?
How can we find the height of the bear?
How can we find the height of the m

ouse?
Find two objects that you can m

easure with a ruler.
How can you find the difference between the shortest and  
the tallest object? ‘The              is        cm

 taller than the             .’

U
se these signs to com

pare lengths.
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H
ow

 tall are the anim
als?
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In centim
etres, w

hat is the difference betw
een 

their heights?
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Com
pare Lengths

Adult Guidance with Question Prom
pts

Children com
pare the length and height of objects using com

parative 
language such as longest, tallest, shortest, longer than, taller than 
and shorter than. Children understand that m

etres and greater than 
centim

etres. They use the sam
e unit w

hen m
aking com

parisons. 
Please point out to the children that the im

ages and rulers are not to 
scale. Children order three heights. They choose the correct inequality 
sym

bol to com
pare m

easurem
ents and then find the m

issing num
ber to 

com
plete the com

parison statem
ents correctly. 

How tall is each anim
al?

W
hich is the tallest/shortest? How do you know?

W
hat do you know about m

etres and centim
etres that will help you?

Can you order them
 from

 the tallest to the shortest? 

W
hich m

easurem
ent is the biggest? W

hat sym
bol do you need to use?

W
hich m

easurem
ent is the sm

allest? W
hat sym

bol do you need to use?

How could you work out which m
easurem

ent is the biggest/sm
allest?

How can you check your com
parisons are true?

Com
pare your answer with your friend. Did you get the sam

e? 

Insert text.
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