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O
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Adult G
uidance w

ith Q
uestion Prom

pts

Children read m
easurem

ents on a ruler and use these to com
pare 

and order different lengths from
 longest to shortest. They practise 

using the language of longest and shortest w
hen talking about 

length. For this activity, children m
ay benefit from

 access to num
ber 

lines to check the position and order of num
bers if needed.

 W
hat are the rulers m

easuring in?

A
re the objects positioned correctly against the ruler?

H
ow

 w
ill w

e know
 how

 long each object is? 

H
ow

 long is the pencil? 

W
hat num

ber is underneath the end of the pencil? 

H
ow

 long are the other objects?

Can you w
rite the m

easurem
ents dow

n?

W
hat w

ill you w
rite after the num

ber to show
 you are m

easuring in 
centim

etres?

W
hich object is the shortest?

W
hich object is the longest?

H
ow

 do you know
?

Can you order the num
bers from

 longest to shortest?

Can you choose tw
o of the objects and com

pare them
 in a sentence 

using the w
ords ‘shorter’ or ‘longer’? 

O
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Adult G
uidance w

ith Q
uestion Prom

pts

Children use their know
ledge of length to determ

ine the longest and 
shortest objects. They are able to recognise w

hen an object has 
not been m

easured accurately and explain w
hy. It m

ay be helpful to 
provide a piece of string for children to m

easure so that they can 
practise straightening the string first and then m

easuring the length.

 H
ow

 long is the first snake in cm
?

H
ow

 long is the second snake in cm
?

Do you notice anything about the second snake?

Is it possible to tell how
 long it is? W

hy not?

W
hat m

istake do you think H
olly has m

ade?

W
hat should she have done?

If you w
ere m

easuring som
ething that can be curled up, like a piece 

of string, how
 w

ould you m
ake sure to m

easure it correctly?

H
ow

 w
ould this have changed the m

easurem
ent?

Do you think the m
easurem

ent w
ould have been longer or shorter?

Do you think that this w
ould have changed the order of the snakes?

H
ow

 w
ould you have ordered the snakes?
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Adult G
uidance w

ith Q
uestion Prom

pts

Children use their know
ledge of length and height to solve a 

problem
, finding the correct order of the heights w

hen only som
e 

inform
ation is given. 

 H
ow

 tall is Anita?

H
ow

 m
uch taller is H

ari than Anita?

W
hat m

ust Anita’s height be?

H
ow

 tall is Sam
?

W
ho is the shortest?

W
ho is the tallest?

If Jam
es is taller than H

ari but shorter than Sam
, then w

hat do w
e 

know
 about Jam

es’ height?

W
hat could his height be?

Could Jam
es be 75cm

? W
hy not?

H
ow

 w
ould you order them

?

Can w
e order them

 even though w
e don’t know

 Jam
es’ exact height?
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