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M
easure Length (2)  

Adult Guidance with Question Prom
pts

Children apply the skills and know
ledge gained from

 m
easuring length and height w

ith non-
standard units to m

easuring w
ith rulers. They understand that standard units are used because 

objects such as hands differ in length, so using objects as non-standard units to m
easure length 

m
ay not lead to consistent results. Children are introduced to centim

etres/cm
. M

ake sure that 
children m

easure from
 0 m

arked on the ruler and read the num
ber that the object has reached, 

rather than the next num
ber. Please note: the rulers show

n on the activity card are not to scale.

W
hat do the num

bers on the ruler m
ean? 

Can you point to the letters ‘cm
’ on the ruler? W

hat do they m
ean?

W
here should we begin to m

easure from
? 

W
hy don’t we just start at the beginning of the ruler?

Has the paintbrush been placed correctly next to the ruler? How do you know?

Can you count how m
any centim

etres it m
easures?

W
here do you need to stop? 

How long is the pen? Explain how you know.

W
hat is the difference between ‘long’ and ‘tall’?

Can you think of an exam
ple when we would use each word?

W
hich num

ber should the objects be placed next to so we will m
easure accurately? 

W
hich is the tallest/shortest object?

Do rulers help us com
pare objects? How?

Find two things that you can m
easure with your ruler. How long is each item

? 

W
hich is the longer? W

hich is the shorter?

H
ow

 long is the pen?

The               are shorter than the                  .

The               are taller than the                  .

The pen is  
       cm

 long.

H
ow

 long is the paintbrush?
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ow
 tall is the  

pack of crayons?

The pack of crayons 
is        cm

 tall.

H
ow

 tall is the  
pack of pencils?

The pack of pencils 
is        cm

 tall.
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The 
paintbrush 

is        cm
 long.
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M
easure Length (2)

Adult Guidance with Question Prom
pts

Children apply the skills and know
ledge gained from

 m
easuring length and height w

ith non-standard 
units to m

easuring w
ith rulers. They understand that standard units are used because objects 

such as hands differ in length, so using objects as non-standard units to m
easure length m

ay 
not lead to consistent results. Children are introduced to centim

etres/cm
. Em

phasise that children 
should m

easure from
 0 m

arked on the ruler and read the num
ber that the object has reached, 

rather than the next num
ber. Children reason about w

hether these objects have been correctly 
m
easured using the ruler. Please note: the rulers show

n on the activity card are not to scale.

Do you agree with the statem
ent about the scissors?

Can you explain why?

W
hat do we need to rem

em
ber when using a ruler to m

easure length or height? 

Is the statem
ent about the book correct?

Explain why/why not

W
hat do we need to rem

em
ber when using a ruler to m

easure length or height? 

Can you show your friends how to m
easure length and height with a ruler correctly?

W
here do the ribbons begin? W

here do they end? 

So are they both 15 centim
etres long?

Can you find a way to prove it?

Can you explain the top tips that you have learnt today? Tell your partner.

D
o you agree? 

Explain w
hy or 

w
hy not.

Is this true? Can you find a w
ay to prove it?
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Is this correct? 
Tell m

e about 
your answ

er.
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easure the height  
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M
easure Length (2)

Adult Guidance with Question Prom
pts

Children 
apply 

the 
skills 

and 
know

ledge 
gained 

from
 
m
easuring 

length 
and 

height 
w
ith  

non-standard units to m
easuring w

ith rulers. They understand that standard units are used 
because objects such as hands differ in length, so using objects as non-standard units to m

easure 
length m

ay not lead to consistent results. Children are introduced to centim
etres/cm

. M
ake sure 

that children m
easure from

 0 m
arked on the ruler and read the num

ber that the object has 
reached, rather than the next num

ber. Children m
easure item

s around the classroom
 and sort 

them
 by length. They investigate the height of tow

ers and m
ay need blocks and rulers to support 

them
 w
ith this activity.

Please note: the rulers show
n on the activity card are not to scale.  

Can you collect objects from
 around the classroom

 and m
easure them

 carefully?

Show m
e how you can sort them

 into groups: shorter than 15cm
, the sam

e as 15cm
 and 

longer than 15cm
.

Can you tell m
e the top tips for m

easuring? 

How tall are the towers?

If you built a tower shorter than the blue tower but taller than the yellow tower, how tall 
could it be?

W
hat can we do to solve this puzzle? 

Can you show m
e with blocks and a ruler?

Is there m
ore than one possible answer? How do you know?

Can you m
ake a sim

ilar challenge for your friend?
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M
easure the length of objects 

and sort them
 into groups.
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If you built a tow
er 

shorter than the blue 
tow

er but taller than 
the yellow

 tow
er, 

how
 tall could it be?
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