
Osmotherley CP Primary School

Music Curriculum

“Music is all around us. It is the soundtrack to our lives. Music connects us through people and places in our ever-changing world. It is creative, collaborative,
celebratory and challenging. In our schools, music can bring communities together through the shared endeavour of whole-school singing, ensemble playing,

experimenting with the creative process and, through the love of listening to friends and fellow pupils, performing”.
MMC 2021

Intent

At Osmotherley Primary School we strive to provide a high-quality music education.  Pupils will develop a love and passion for
Music by being given opportunities to listen to high quality music, sing well known songs, composing, improvising and
performing music that they have created.

Music at Osmotherley is taught by delivering the statutory requirements of the Music National Curriculum in Key stages 1 and 2.
Reception children are exploring music through the EYFS  statutory framework.

Pupils will understand musical concepts through a repetition based approach to learning.  They  learn about the same musical

concept through different musical activities.  The learning of the inter-related dimensions of Music is integrated into listening,

appraising , improvising and composing pieces of music.  Singing is also  a key feature of understanding and internalising the beat,

rhythm and pitch of music.  As they progress through the school well known songs are taught and learnt and  this will help them to

develop musicality as well as confidence in performance. They use untuned and tuned percussion and develop improvising and

composing skills through using untuned percussion and glockenspiels.  They  pictorially represent their composition, gradually being

introduced to formal music writing using notation by Upper Key Stage 2.

http://ssets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239037/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_Music.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1024319/Early_years_foundation_stage_profile_handbook_2022.pdf


Music is taught through the Units within the Charanga Music Scheme.  The scheme within Charanga being used is linked to the

Model Music Curriculum.   All the musical learning within the scheme is built around the Interrelated dimensions of Music: pulse,

rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, timbre, structure, texture and notation and that is at the centre of developing the knowledge and

skills. The knowledge and understanding will develop and deepen as the pupils progress through the school.  Concepts are revisited

regularly and extended to deepen the knowledge of how the different dimensions interact with each other in a piece of music. Key

knowledge is embedded into long term memory through recalls at 2, 6 and 12 weeks within each unit.

Creativity and collaboration are encouraged as they develop a sense of community through singing and performing together.

Through music they  discover different styles, cultures and an understanding of different people and places which are connected

through the music they listen to.  Opportunities will also be given by listening to, improvising and collaborating with Music for Life.

There is a clear progression of skills and knowledge taught throughout the school and deliberate practise allows  children to improve

fluency leading to an alteration of their long term memory.

Implementation

Music is  taught for an hour on alternate weeks within both classes.   During Autumn 2 in both Key Stages, Music is  approached

through Christmas performances focusing mainly on the performance and singing aspects of the curriculum.  At the end of Summer 2

Key Stage 2 will also focus on performance through their end of year play.   All the musical learning within the scheme is built around

the Interrelated dimensions of Music: pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, timbre, structure, texture and notation and they will be

at the centre of deepening the knowledge and skills. Within both Key Stages, prior learning tasks are set at the beginning of each unit

of learning, to establish what has been remembered from previous learning.  The unit is then taught in small steps to ensure a

sequenced, consistent approach to the new knowledge being learnt.

Impact

At the end of the unit, spaced recalls at 2, 6 and 12 weeks are used to assess the essential knowledge that the children are expected
to remember.  This essential knowledge is shared with parents and carers at the start of each learning unit.  Individual children who



have gaps in key essential knowledge after the week 12 recall, have 5 minute keep up sessions with a member of staff to address the
gaps.
Monitoring of Music is conducted by the subject leader,  the headteacher and the governors through lesson visits, book scrutiny,
pupil voice interviews and analysis of essential knowledge gaps.

Music Curriculum Progression and End Points with Key vocabulary

Early Years
Expected by end of
Reception

Key Stage One
Expected by end of
Year Two

Lower Key Stage 2
Expected by end of
Year Four

Upper Key Stage 2
Expected by end of
Year Six

Understanding
Music:

Find and keep a steady
beat together

Copy and clap back
simple rhythmic
patterns.

Find and keep a steady
beat

Copy back simple
rhythmic patterns
using long and short

Find and keep a steady
beat in the time
signatures of 2/4, 3/4 ,
and 4/4

Listen to and copy
rhythmic patterns
made of semibreves,
minims, dotted
crochets, quavers and
their rests by ear.

Find and keep a steady
beat in the time
signatures of  2/4, 3/4,
4/4 and 6/8.

Listen to and copy
rhythmic patterns
made of minims,
dotted crotchets,
crotchets, quavers,
semiquavers and their
rests by ear and
beginning to use
notation.



Copy back simple
melodic patterns using
high and low.

Copy back melodic
patterns using 3-4
notes in a major or
minor key.

Copy back melodic
patterns using 4-5
notes in a major or
minor key.

Listening: Move and dance with
the music

Listen to and talk about
Music

Move and dance with
the music confidently
and in time to the
pulse.

Describe tempo as fast
or slow.
Describe dynamics as
loud or soft

Recognise and name
some band and
orchestral instruments

Start to talk about the
style of a piece of
music.

Begin to identify
whether in 2/4, 3/4 ,
4/4 time.

Identify the tempo as
fast, slow or steady
Discuss the structures
of the music

Identify some
instruments you can
hear playing.
Identify if it’s a male or
female voice

Recognise the style of
music you are listening
to.

Can identify 2/4, 3/4,
4/4 and 6/8 time.

Discuss the structure of
the  music with
reference to verse,
chorus, bridge and an
instrumental break.

Identify the following
instruments by ear and
through a range of
media: bass guitar,
electric guitar,
percussion, sections of
the orchestra and vocal
techniques.

Identify the musical
style of a song using
some musical
vocabulary to discuss
its musical elements.



Talk about how the
music makes you feel.

Think about why the
song or piece of music
was written.

Justify a personal
opinion with reference
to Musical Elements.

Singing: Sing nursery rhymes
and action songs

Sing as a group
following a melody

Sing songs from
memory.

Begin to talk about
different styles of
music and where it fits
in in the world.

Sing in unison and
sometimes in parts and
with more pitching
accuracy.

Rehearse and sing
songs from memory.

Talk about how the
songs and their styles
fit in with the world
and the different styles
of singing.

Sing as part of a group
with an awareness of
size , the larger the
group the thicker the
musical texture.

Sing a broad range of
songs as part of a
group with a good
sense of ensemble and
performance.

Discuss how different
songs, styles and music
are connected to the
world.

Sing in unison and
parts and as part of a
smaller group.
Sing expressively with
attention to dynamics
and articulation.

Notation: Explore ways of
representing high and
low sounds, long and
short sounds using
symbols as notation.

Explore standard
notation using
crotchets, quavers,
minims and semibreves

Identify stave, treble
clef and time signature

Explore standard
notation using dotted
crotchets, dotted
quavers, semiquavers

Identify the stave and
symbols on the stave



and the name of the
notes, barlines.

Playing
instruments

Play untuned and
tuned percussion
instruments alongside
a piece of music.

Explore the different
sounds instruments
make.

Play untuned and
tuned percussion in
time to a piece of
music

Learn to play a simple
melodic part on a
glockenspiel using 1, 2
or 3 notes.

Play untuned and
tuned percussion
thinking of tempo,
rhythm and dynamics.

Learn to play a simple
melodic part on a
glockenspiel by ear or
beginning to use
notation using  3, 4 or
5 notes.

Play untuned and
tuned percussion using
the elements of music.

Play a melody on the
glockenspiel following
standard notation on a
stave and beginning to
make decisions about
dynamics.

Creating Music:
Improvising

Make up own rhythms
and beats using
percussion instruments

Play along with a
backing track on song
being learnt either
clapping or playing
tuned and untuned
percussion in time.

Become more skilled in
improvising using
voices, tuned and
untuned percussion
inventing short on the
spot responses using
3,4 or 5 notes.

Improvise over a
groove, responding to
the beat and begin to
create a melodic
phrase using rhythm,
tempo and dynamics
up to 5 notes.

Creating Music
Composing

Explore and create
graphic scores

Combine known
rhythmic notation with
letter names to create,
short phrases using a
glockenspiel.

Plan and compose an 8
or 16 beat melodic
phrase using
pentatonic scale
(C,D,E,G,A) and
incorporate rhythm
variety and interest.
With support begin to



notate this melody.

Performing Perform nursery
rhymes that have been
learnt.

Practise, rehearse and
share a song that has
been learned in the
lesson from memory

Play  ideas and
compositions within in
the performance.

Talk about the
difference between
rehearsing a song and
performing it

Perform with
confidence a song from
memory or using
notation

Play and perform
melodies following
compositions as a
whole class.

Reflect on feelings
about sharing and
performing.

Create, rehearse and
present a performance
for a specific event, for
an audience.

Perform from memory
or with notation with
confidence and
accuracy.

Discuss and talk
musically about the
strengths and
weaknesses of a
performance.

Key Vocabulary Pulse, rhythm Pulse, rhythm, pitch Pulse, rhythm,pitch,
tempo, dynamics,
texture

Pulse, rhythm, pitch,
tempo, dynamics,
texture, structure,
timbre

Osmotherley Primary School:  Four Year  Overview.

Understanding Music, Singing, Notation, Playing an instrument, Improvisation, Composition, Performance



Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term

ENQUIRY
CYCLE 1

IDENTITY AND DIVERSITY
Who do you think you are?

HUMAN RIGHTS AND
SOCIAL JUSTICE
Can one person make a
difference?

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT
What on Earth is going on?

Reception Me! Nursery Rhymes and
songs
Pat a cake, 12345, This Old
Man, Five Little Ducks.
Find the Pulse, Copy clap
the rhythm of names,
Exploring high and low
sounds using instruments

My stories Nursery
Rhymes and songs
I’m a little teapot, The Grand
Old Duke of York, Ring a
roses, Hickory Dickory
Dock, sing songs for the
Christmas play.
Find the pulse as a
character from the song,
Copy and clap rhythms from
small phrases in the song.
Explore the pitch in context
of song
Invent a pattern to go with
the song.

Singing and performing
songs in the Christmas
performance.

Everyone! Nursery Rhymes
and songs
Wind the bobbin up, Rock a
bye baby, Five little monkeys,
Twinkle twinkle, If you’re
happy and you know it,
Heads, shoulders.
Invent ways to find the pulse,
Copy-clap some rhythms of
phrases from the songs
Explore high and low pitch in
the context of the song
Explore melodic patterns
using tuned percussion (1
note) exploring sound.

Our world Nursery Rhymes
and songs
Old Macdonald, Incy WIncy,
Baa Baa black sheep, Row,
row your boat, Wheels on the
bus, hokey cokey.
Find the pulse, show others
your ideas
Copy-clap rhythms from the
songs
Explore high low sounds
using images from the song
Explore melodic patterns

Big Bear Funk
Big Bear Funk (transition to
KS1 curriculum).
Find a funky pulse, Copy clap
3 or 4 word phrases from the
song, Keep the beat with a
pitched note, play patterns
within the song

Reflect, Rewind, Replay
Revisit everything learnt this
year.



Key Stage One
Years 1 and 2

Year A

Introducing Beat!
How can we make friends
when we sing together?
Find and keep the steady
beat, simple rhythm patterns
using long and short,
singing very simple melodic
patterns using high and low
Singing songs:  Find the
beat, 1,2,3,4,5, Heads,
shoulders, knees, and toes,
shapes, We talk to the
animals,
Improvise using tuned and
untuned percussion, to go
with a song

Christmas Performance
Singing and performing the
Christmas performance

Adding Rhythm and Pitch
How does Music tell stories
about the past?
Find and keep the steady
beat, simple rhythmic
patterns using long and short,
simple melodic patterns using
high and low (pitch)
Singing songs: Twinkle,
twinkle little star, In the
Orchestra, Daisy Bell,
Dancing Dinosaurs, Rock a
bye baby, I’m a little teapot.
Playing a glockenspiel using
2 notes in time to a backing
track.
Create a graphic score (own
composition using symbols,
pictures.

Combining Pulse rhythm
and pitch
How does Music help us
understand our neighbours?
Find and keep the steady
beat, simple rhythmic
patterns using long and short,
simple melodic patterns using
high and low (pitch)
Singing songs: Days of the
week, Name song, Cuckoo,
Upside down, Hush little baby
Playing a glockenspiel using
2 notes in time to a backing
track. (beginning to play by

Having fun with
Improvisation.
What songs can we sing to
help us through the day?
Find and keep the steady
beat, simple rhythmic patterns
using long and short, simple
melodic patterns using high
and low (pitch)
Singing songs: Getting
dressed, Dress Up, Brush our
teeth, Get ready, Up and
down
Playing a glockenspiel using 2
notes in time to a backing
track.
Improvise using tuned and
untuned percussion, to go
with a song keeping to pulse.

Explore Sound and create a
story
How does Music Teach us
about looking after our planet.
Find and keep the steady
beat, simple rhythmic patterns
using long and short, simple
melodic patterns using high
and low (pitch)
Singing songs: The bear went
over the mountain, In the Sea,
Alice the Camel, Ten Green
bottles, Zootime
Playing a glockenspiel using 2
notes in time to a backing



ear).
Create a graphic score (own
composition using symbols,
pictures.

track.
Improvise using tuned and
untuned percussion, to go
with a song keeping to pulse.
Compose and Perform own
music demonstrating pulse,
rhythm and pitch.

Essential
Knowledge:

Pulse:  Constant heartbeat
Rhythm pattern of short
and long notes
Pitch High and Low notes
Improvise: making up your
own music

Pulse:  Constant heartbeat
Rhythm pattern of short and
long notes
Pitch High and Low notes
Compose: Writing down a
new piece of Music for others
to play.

Pulse:  Constant heartbeat
Rhythm pattern of short and
long notes
Pitch High and Low notes
Improvise: making up your
own music
Compose: Writing down a
new piece of Music for others
to play.

Lower Key
Stage Two

Years 3 and 4

Year A

Developing Notation Skills
How does Music Bring us
closer together?
To find and keep the steady
beat 4/4 time, Following
rhythmic and melodic
patterns, reading minims,
crotchets and quavers in
rhythmic patterns
Singing:  Home is where the
heart is, Let’s work it out
together, Please be kind
Introducing crotchets,
minims and quavers
Playing instruments with a
backing track

Introducing Time
Signatures
How does Music improve our
world?
To find and keep the steady
beat 3/4 time, Following
rhythmic and melodic
patterns, reading minims,
crotchets and quavers in
rhythmic patterns
Recognising simple notation
Singing: Freedom is coming,
All over again, Do you ever
wonder?
Introducing bars and time
(number crotchets to a bar).

Recognising Different
sounds
How does Music connect us
with our planet?
To find and keep the steady
beat 2/4 time, Following
rhythmic and melodic
patterns, reading minims,
crotchets and quavers in
rhythmic patterns
Recognising simple notation
Singing: Michael Row the
boat ashore, The Dragon
song, Follow me
Improvise using tuned
percussion focus notes FGA,



Composing using graphic
score introducing standard
notation.

Combining Elements to
make Music
How does Music connect us
to our past?
To find and keep the steady
beat 2/4 time, Following
rhythmic and melodic
patterns, reading minims,
crotchets and quavers in
rhythmic patterns,
identifying  F G A
Singing:  Looking in a
Mirror, Take time in life,
Scarborough Fair
Playing instruments with a
backing track
Improvise using tuned and
untuned percussion, to go
with a song

Writing simple rhythms 3/4
Composing using simple
rhythms, notation and time
signature for untuned
percussion.

Creating simple melodies
together
How does Music teach us
about our community?
To find and keep the steady
beat 2/4 time, Following
rhythmic and melodic
patterns, reading minims,
crotchets and quavers in
rhythmic patterns
Recognising simple notation
Singing Let your spirit fly
Frere Jacques, The other
side of the moon.
Playing instruments with a
backing track
Improvise using tuned and
untuned percussion, to go
with a song
Composing using graphic
score practising standard
notation.

to go with a song keeping to
pulse.
Compose using 3 notes on
Music Notepad.

Composing and Performing
PLASTIC:
As a small group, composing
and performing own piece of
music demonstrating
understanding of pulse,
rhythm, pitch, tempo,
dynamics.

Essential
Knowledge:

Tempo: speed of the Music
Dynamics: How loud or soft
the Music is
Crotchet: note that is 1
beat
Quaver: note that is ½ a

Tempo: speed of the Music
Dynamics: How loud or soft
the Music is
Crotchet: note that is 1 beat
Quaver: note that is ½ a
beat

Tempo: speed of the Music
Dynamics: How loud or soft
the Music is
Crotchet: note that is 1 beat
Quaver: note that is ½ a beat
Minim: note that is 2 beats



beat
Minim: note that is 2 beats

Minim: note that is 2 beats
TIme Signature: tells you
how many beats in a bar.

TIme Signature: tells you
how many beats in a bar.

Upper Key
Stage Two

Years 5 and 6
Year A

Developing Notation Skills
(deepening knowledge for
LKS2)
How does Music Bring us
closer together?
To find and keep the steady
beat 4/4 time, Following
rhythmic and melodic
patterns, reading minims,
crotchets and quavers in
rhythmic patterns,
identifying G A B
Singing:  Home is where the
heart is, Let’s work it out
together, Please be kind
Revisit crotchets, quavers,
minims, writing on a stave
using notes G A B 4/4 time
Playing instruments with a
backing track starting to
follow notation
Composing using standard
notation (4 bars) using GAB
treble clef stave.

Combining Elements to
make Music
How does Music connect us
to our past?
To find and keep the steady
beat 2/4 time, Following
rhythmic and melodic

Exploring Key and Time
Signatures
How does Music improve our
world?
To find and keep the steady
beat 3/4 time, Following
rhythmic and melodic
patterns, reading minims,
crotchets and quavers in
rhythmic patterns
Recognising simple notation
Singing: Freedom is coming,
All over again, Do you ever
wonder?
Revisit standard notation,
time signatures.  Introduce
key signature: simple
pentatonic scale in C major
Composing using pentatonic
scale C major (C,D,E,F,G)
support writing simple piece
of Music 4 bars. 3/4

Creating melodies together
How does Music teach us
about our community?
To find and keep the steady
beat 2/4 time, Following
rhythmic and melodic
patterns, reading minims,
crotchets and quavers in
rhythmic patterns Identifying

Recognising Different
sounds
How does Music connect us
with our planet?
To find and keep the steady
beat 2/4 time, Following
rhythmic and melodic
patterns, reading minims,
crotchets and quavers in
rhythmic patterns
Recognising simple notation
Singing: Michael Row the
boat ashore, The Dragon
song, Follow me
Improvise using tuned
percussion focus notes
FGACD to go with a song
keeping to pulse and following
the notes on screen
Compose using 5 notes on
Music Notepad.

Composing and Performing
PLASTIC:
As a small group, composing
and performing own piece of
music demonstrating
understanding of pulse,
rhythm, pitch, tempo,
dynamics. Timbre, texture



patterns, reading minims,
crotchets and quavers in
rhythmic patterns,
identifying  F G A
Singing:  Looking in a
Mirror, Take time in life,
Scarborough Fair
Playing instruments with a
backing track starting to
follow notation
Improvise using tuned and
untuned percussion, to go
with a song, beginning to
follow notes on screen.

CDE
Singing Let your spirit fly
Frere Jacques, The other
side of the moon.
Playing instruments with a
backing track
Improvise using tuned and
untuned percussion, to go
with a song following notes
on a screen
Composing practising
standard notation.

Essential
Knowledge:

Timbre: sounds that the
instruments make
Texture: how the Music is
built up using different
sounds/instruments
Structure: How the piece of
Music is put together.
Stave: the lines you write
Music on.

Timbre: sounds that the
instruments make
Texture: how the Music is
built up using different
sounds/instruments
Structure: How the piece of
Music is put together.
Key Signature: it tells us
which sharps or flats need to
be played in a piece of Music.

Timbre: sounds that the
instruments make
Texture: how the Music is
built up using different
sounds/instruments
Structure: How the piece of
Music is put together.
Key Signature: it tells us
which sharps or flats need to
be played in a piece of Music.

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term

ENQUIRY
CYCLE 2

POWER AND
GOVERNANCE
What makes us powerful?

PEACE AND CONFLICT
Can kindness change the
world?

INTERDEPENDENCE AND
GLOBALISATION
Why do we explore?



Reception Me! Nursery Rhymes and
songs
Pat a cake, 12345, This Old
Man, Five Little Ducks.
Find the Pulse, Copy clap
the rhythm of names,
Exploring high and low
sounds using instruments

My stories Nursery
Rhymes and songs
I’m a little teapot, The
Grand Old Duke of York,
Ring a roses, Hickory
Dickory Dock, sing songs
for the Christmas play.
Find the pulse as a
character from the song,
Copy and clap rhythms from
small phrases in the song.
Explore the pitch in context
of song
Invent a pattern to go with
the song.

Singing and performing
songs in the Christmas
performance.

Everyone! Nursery Rhymes
and songs
Wind the bobbin up, Rock a
bye baby, Five little monkeys,
Twinkle twinkle, If you’re
happy and you know it,
Heads, shoulders.
Invent ways to find the pulse,
Copy-clap some rhythms of
phrases from the songs
Explore high and low pitch in
the context of the song
Explore melodic patterns
using tuned percussion (1
note) exploring sound.

Our world Nursery Rhymes
and songs
Old Macdonald, Incy WIncy,
Baa Baa black sheep, Row,
row your boat, Wheels on the
bus, hokey cokey.
Find the pulse, show others
your ideas
Copy-clap rhythms from the
songs
Explore high low sounds
using images from the song
Explore melodic patterns

Big Bear Funk
Big Bear Funk (transition to
KS1 curriculum).
Find a funky pulse, Copy clap
3 or 4 word phrases from the
song, Keep the beat with a
pitched note, play patterns
within the song

Reflect, Rewind, Replay
Revisit everything learnt this
year.

Key Stage One
Years 1 and 2

Year B

Exploring Simple Patterns
How does Music help us
make friends?
Find and keep the steady
beat, simple rhythm
patterns using long and

Exploring feelings through
Music
How does Music make the
world a better place?

Inventing a Musical story

Music that makes us Dance
How does Music make us
happy?
Exploring improvisation
How does Music teach us
about looking after the



short, singing very simple
melodic patterns using high
and low
Make up own rhythms,
clapping following a leader.
Singing: Music is in my
soul, Hey Friends, Hello
Improvise using tuned and
untuned percussion, to go
with a song
Create a graphic score
(own composition using
symbols, pictures.)

Christmas Performance
Singing and performing the
Christmas performance

How does Music teach us
about our Neighbourhood?

planet?

Essential
Knowledge

Pulse:  Constant heartbeat
Rhythm pattern of short
and long notes
Pitch High and Low notes

Lower Key
Stage Two

Years 3 and 4

Year B

Interesting time
signatures
How does Music bring us
together?
To find and keep the steady
beat 4/4 time, Following
rhythmic and melodic
patterns, reading minims,
crotchets and quavers in
rhythmic patterns
Singing: Hoedown, I’ll

Connecting Notes and
Feelings
How does Music shape our
way of life?

Exploring Notation
How does Music teach us
about Community?

Purpose, Identity and
Expression in Music
How does Music connect us
to the Environment?

Composing and Performing
PLASTIC
As a small group, composing
and performing own piece of
music demonstrating
understanding of pulse,



always be there, Martin
Luther King
Playing instruments with a
backing track
Time signatures: what are
they, how to write simple
rhythms in bars as notation.

Enjoying improvisation
What stories does Music tell
us about the past?
To find and keep the steady
beat 2/4 time, Following
rhythmic and melodic
patterns, reading minims,
crotchets and quavers in
rhythmic patterns
Singing: Love what we do,
When the saints go
marching in, My bonnie lies
over the ocean
Playing instruments with a
backing track
Improvise using tuned and
untuned percussion, to go
with a song

rhythm, pitch, tempo,
dynamics. :

Essential
Knowledge

Tempo: speed of the Music
Dynamics: How loud or
soft the Music is
Crotchet: note that is 1
beat



Quaver: note that is ½ a
beat
Minim: note that is 2 beats
Time Signature: how many
beats in a bar.

Upper Key
Stage Two

Years 5 and 6
Year B

Interesting time
signatures
How does Music bring us
together?
To find and keep the steady
beat 4/4 time, Following
rhythmic and melodic
patterns, reading minims,
crotchets and quavers in
rhythmic patterns introduce
dotted crotchets
SInging: Hoedown, I’ll
always be there, Martin
Luther King
Playing instruments with a
backing track
Looking at written Music:
key elements, staves, bars,
notes, key/time signatures,
write a 8 bar rhythm.

Enjoying improvisation
What stories does Music tell
us about the past?
To find and keep the steady
beat 2/4 time, Following
rhythmic and melodic
patterns, reading minims,
crotchets and quavers in

Connecting Notes and
Feelings
How does Music shape our
way of life?

Exploring Notation further
How does Music teach us
about Community?

Purpose, Identity and
Expression in Music
How does Music connect us
to the Environment?

Composing and Performing
PLASTIC:
As a small group, composing
and performing own piece of
music demonstrating
understanding of pulse,
rhythm, pitch, tempo,
dynamics, timbre, texture



rhythmic patterns
Singing: Love what we do,
When the saints go
marching in, My bonnie lies
over the ocean
Playing instruments with a
backing track
Improvise using tuned and
untuned percussion, to go
with a song looking at notes
on the screen.

Essential
Knowledge

Timbre: sounds that the
instruments make
Texture: how the Music is
built up using different
sounds/instruments
Structure: How the piece of
Music is put together.
Stave: the lines you write
Music on.
Dotted Crotchet 1 and a ½
beats.

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term

ENQUIRY
CYCLE 3

IDENTITY AND DIVERSITY
Where do we come from?

HUMAN RIGHTS AND
SOCIAL JUSTICE
Are we all equal?

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT
Who rules the waves?



Reception Me! Nursery Rhymes and
songs
Pat a cake, 12345, This Old
Man, Five Little Ducks.
Find the Pulse, Copy clap
the rhythm of names,
Exploring high and low
sounds using instruments

My stories Nursery
Rhymes and songs
I’m a little teapot, The
Grand Old Duke of York,
Ring a roses, Hickory
Dickory Dock, sing songs
for the Christmas play.
Find the pulse as a
character from the song,
Copy and clap rhythms from
small phrases in the song.
Explore the pitch in context
of song
Invent a pattern to go with
the song.

Singing and performing
songs in the Christmas
performance.

Everyone! Nursery Rhymes
and songs
Wind the bobbin up, Rock a
bye baby, Five little monkeys,
Twinkle twinkle, If you’re
happy and you know it,
Heads, shoulders.
Invent ways to find the pulse,
Copy-clap some rhythms of
phrases from the songs
Explore high and low pitch in
the context of the song
Explore melodic patterns
using tuned percussion (1
note) exploring sound.

Our world Nursery Rhymes
and songs
Old Macdonald, Incy WIncy,
Baa Baa black sheep, Row,
row your boat, Wheels on the
bus, hokey cokey.
Find the pulse, show others
your ideas
Copy-clap rhythms from the
songs
Explore high low sounds
using images from the song
Explore melodic patterns

Big Bear Funk
Big Bear Funk (transition to
KS1 curriculum).
Find a funky pulse, Copy clap
3 or 4 word phrases from the
song, Keep the beat with a
pitched note, play patterns
within the song

Reflect, Rewind, Replay
Revisit everything learnt this
year.

Key Stage One
Years 1 and 2

Year A

Introducing Beat!
How can we make friends
when we sing together?
Find and keep the steady
beat, simple rhythm
patterns using long and

Adding Rhythm and Pitch
How does Music tell stories
about the past?
Find and keep the steady
beat, simple rhythmic
patterns using long and short,

Having fun with
Improvisation.
What songs can we sing to
help us through the day?
Find and keep the steady
beat, simple rhythmic patterns



short, singing very simple
melodic patterns using high
and low
Singing songs:  Find the
beat, 1,2,3,4,5, Heads,
shoulders, knees, and toes,
shapes, We talk to the
animals,
Improvise using tuned and
untuned percussion, to go
with a song

Christmas Performance
Singing and performing the
Christmas performance

simple melodic patterns using
high and low (pitch)
Singing songs: Twinkle,
twinkle little star, In the
Orchestra, Daisy Bell,
Dancing Dinosaurs, Rock a
bye baby, I’m a little teapot.
Playing a glockenspiel using
2 notes in time to a backing
track.
Create a graphic score (own
composition using symbols,
pictures.

Combining Pulse rhythm
and pitch
How does Music help us
understand our neighbours?
Find and keep the steady
beat, simple rhythmic
patterns using long and short,
simple melodic patterns using
high and low (pitch)
Singing songs: Days of the
week, Name song, Cuckoo,
Upside down, Hush little baby
Playing a glockenspiel using
2 notes in time to a backing
track. (beginning to play by
ear).
Create a graphic score (own
composition using symbols,
pictures.

using long and short, simple
melodic patterns using high
and low (pitch)
Singing songs: Getting
dressed, Dress Up, Brush our
teeth, Get ready, Up and
down
Playing a glockenspiel using 2
notes in time to a backing
track.
Improvise using tuned and
untuned percussion, to go
with a song keeping to pulse.

Explore Sound and create a
story
How does Music Teach us
about looking after our planet.
Find and keep the steady
beat, simple rhythmic patterns
using long and short, simple
melodic patterns using high
and low (pitch)
Singing songs: The bear went
over the mountain, In the Sea,
Alice the Camel, Ten Green
bottles, Zootime
Playing a glockenspiel using 2
notes in time to a backing
track.
Improvise using tuned and
untuned percussion, to go
with a song keeping to pulse.
Compose and Perform own
music demonstrating pulse,



rhythm and pitch.

Lower Key
Stage Two

Years 3 and 4

Year C

Composing and Performing
PLASTIC:
As a small group, composing
and performing own piece of
music demonstrating
understanding of pulse,
rhythm, pitch, tempo,
dynamics.

Upper Key
Stage Two

Years 5 and 6
Year C

Composing and Performing
PLASTIC:
As a small group, composing
and performing own piece of
music demonstrating
understanding of pulse,
rhythm, pitch, tempo,
dynamics, timbre, texture

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term

ENQUIRY
CYCLE 4

POWER AND
GOVERNANCE
Are we civilised

PEACE AND CONFLICT
What should we fight for?

INTERDEPENDENCE AND
GLOBALISATION
Is everything connected?

Reception Me! Nursery Rhymes and
songs
Pat a cake, 12345, This Old
Man, Five Little Ducks.

Everyone! Nursery Rhymes
and songs
Wind the bobbin up, Rock a
bye baby, Five little monkeys,

Big Bear Funk
Big Bear Funk (transition to
KS1 curriculum).
Find a funky pulse, Copy clap



Find the Pulse, Copy clap
the rhythm of names,
Exploring high and low
sounds using instruments

My stories Nursery
Rhymes and songs
I’m a little teapot, The
Grand Old Duke of York,
Ring a roses, Hickory
Dickory Dock, sing songs
for the Christmas play.
Find the pulse as a
character from the song,
Copy and clap rhythms
from small phrases in the
song. Explore the pitch in
context of song
Invent a pattern to go with
the song.

Singing and performing
songs in the Christmas
performance.

Twinkle twinkle, If you’re
happy and you know it,
Heads, shoulders.
Invent ways to find the pulse,
Copy-clap some rhythms of
phrases from the songs
Explore high and low pitch in
the context of the song
Explore melodic patterns
using tuned percussion (1
note) exploring sound.

Our world Nursery Rhymes
and songs
Old Macdonald, Incy WIncy,
Baa Baa black sheep, Row,
row your boat, Wheels on the
bus, hokey cokey.
Find the pulse, show others
your ideas
Copy-clap rhythms from the
songs
Explore high low sounds
using images from the song
Explore melodic patterns

3 or 4 word phrases from the
song, Keep the beat with a
pitched note, play patterns
within the song

Reflect, Rewind, Replay
Revisit everything learnt this
year.

Key Stage One
Years 1 and 2

Year B

Exploring Simple
Patterns
How does Music help us
make friends?
Find and keep the steady
beat, simple rhythm
patterns using long and
short, singing very simple
melodic patterns using high
and low



Make up own rhythms,
clapping following a leader.
Singing: Music is in my
soul, Hey Friends, Hello
Improvise using tuned and
untuned percussion, to go
with a song
Create a graphic score
(own composition using
symbols, pictures.)

Christmas Performance
Singing and performing the
Christmas performance

Lower Key
Stage Two

Years 3 and 4

Year D

Composing and Performing
PLASTIC
:As a small group, composing
and performing own piece of
music demonstrating
understanding of pulse,
rhythm, pitch, tempo,
dynamics.

Upper Key
Stage Two

Years 5 and 6
Year D

Composing and Performing
PLASTIC:
As a small group, composing
and performing own piece of
music demonstrating
understanding of pulse,
rhythm, pitch, tempo,
dynamics, timbre texture




